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CO-OPERATIVES BILL 2006 
Green Bill - Statement by Minister for Consumer Protection 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland - Minister for Consumer Protection) [2.06 pm]:  The green bill I am 
tabling today is the Co-operatives Bill 2006.  The purpose of this bill is to allow for public consultation on a bill 
to replace the existing Companies (Co-operative) Act 1943 and the Co-operative and Provident Societies Act 
1903 with modernised legislation that is reflective of the current commercial and social environment of 
cooperatives in Western Australia. 

Cooperatives are organisations that are owned and democratically controlled by people who have united to form 
a cooperative in order to meet their common economic, social and/or cultural needs.  There are currently 71 
cooperatives in Western Australia.  These cooperatives have been established for a variety of reasons, including 
value added production, export development and marketing, and promotion of commodities.  In Western 
Australia, cooperatives exist in a wide range of industries, such as retail, agriculture, manufacturing, wool 
processing, taxi services and arts and crafts.  They have been a particularly important part of the economy of 
regional Western Australia for a very long time.  The current legislation for cooperatives is based on outdated, 
nineteenth century companies law, which inadequately regulates cooperatives in the contemporary market.   

The proposed bill will bring Western Australia into line with the legislation in other states and territories.  This 
green bill has been drafted in close consultation with Co-operatives WA, the cooperatives industry’s peak body, 
and includes specific accommodation of issues relevant to Western Australian cooperatives so as to minimise 
any disruption to business that might result from the need to comply with new legislation. 

The bill has a number of specific advantages for cooperatives in Western Australia.  These include: a single, 
modern, plain language statute for regulating cooperatives in Western Australia; a clear statement of the 
internationally agreed cooperative principles that distinguish cooperatives from other entities such as public 
companies; greater consistency with cooperatives legislation in other states and territories, which will reduce the 
barriers to interstate trade; access to cooperative capital units, a type of financial instrument that will enable 
fundraising amongst non-members and improve the opportunities for cooperatives to raise capital; 
confidentiality safeguards for a cooperative’s membership register, which is a significant concern for 
cooperatives given that members are often also their client base; opportunity for expedited winding up when 
appropriate; and improved safeguards for members of cooperatives. 
The proposed bill vests administration of cooperatives legislation in the Commissioner for Fair Trading.  It also 
allows for fees and charges to be prescribed by regulation, sets out details regarding the commissioner’s powers 
and includes savings and transitional provisions.  Importantly, the green bill proposes giving existing 
cooperatives a two-year period in which to change their rules and come under the operation of the new 
legislation. 
This green bill will be available for public consultation until the end of this year, and I urge members with an 
interest in this area to promote the green bill among their constituents for comment.  The Department of 
Consumer and Employment Protection will be organising some information sessions on the green bill in 
conjunction with Co-operatives WA and this is likely to include some regional sessions.  Further information on 
the green bill is available on the department’s web site at www.docep.wa.gov.au.  
[See papers 1856 and 1857.] 
 


